
The Ontario Wine Society 
Presents a 

SYRAH/SHIRAZ TASTING 
 

‘SOME SAY SYRAH & CANADA SAYS SHIRAZ’ 
 

Tuesday September 23, 2008 
University of Toronto - Faculty Club: 41 Willcocks St. 
Reception 6.00 PM, Tasting 6.30 PM 
Members - $ 44 Non-Members - $ 55 
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The Faculty Club, University of Toronto, 41 Willcoc ks St., Toronto, is located just east of Spadina 
Ave., north of College St. and south of Bloor St. T he Spadina streetcar stops at the corner. Paid 
parking is available on the street,  at the rear of  Connaught Labs to the south, or in the underground  
parking garage of The Bahen Building, entrance loca ted on Huron St., just north of College St. 
 

You can register for this event on-line at OntarioWineSociety.com/Upcoming Events/Toronto Chapter 
or by cheque payable to the Ontario Wine Society enclosed with the registration form below postmarked 
no later than Sept. 15, 2008. Cancellations will be accepted until Sept 18, by calling the wine line at (416) 
921-9798. Reservations will not be taken over the phone and payment cannot be made at the door.  
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WAIVER, RELEASE AND INDEMNITY - I, for myself, my heirs or assigns, and my guests for whom I accept complete responsibility, hereby 
release and forever discharge and indemnify the Ontario Wine Society (OWS), its executive, all members and their guests, from any and all 
damages, claims and actions relating to OWS activities, at Society functions or on Society grounds. I certify that I, and my guests, are 19 years of 
age or older.        Signed________________________________________________ 
 

Mail cheque to: OWS, c/o Gerald Arbus, # 508-260 Heath St. W., Toronto ON M5P3L6 
 

Ontario: Creekside 2004 $29  Ontario: Lailey 2006 $35 

France: Crozes-Hermitage 2005 $24  Ontario: Peninsula Ridge 2006 $30 

Ontario: Fielding 2006 $27  Ontario: Southbrook 2004 $45 

Ontario: Inniskillin 1999 $25  Australia: Voyager 2005 $27 



 
John Szabo 

 Master Sommelier  
 

 
 

 
 
John is Canada's first and currently only Master Sommelier, earning the title from the Court of 
Master Sommeliers in London, England in 2004. He has been working in the hospitality business 
at home and abroad for over 15 years, filling many positions including cook, sommelier, wine 
importer, restaurant & winery consultant, educator and wine writer. Today, John tastes, writes, 
consults, teaches, speaks and travels the wine regions of the world in search of the best. 
 
Current Wine related activities 
 
Based in Toronto, John manages an education and consulting firm, the Centre for Vine Affairs 
(CVA), specializing in restaurant wine program design and management and server staff training 
for clients across Canada. The CVA also provides private cellar management and professional 
trade seminars for dozens of organizations such as the Wine Council of Ontario, Italian Trade 
Commission, All About Greek Wines, California Wine Institute, Napa Valley Vintners Association, 
Austrian Wine Marketing Board, Tokaji Renaissance, Australian Wine & Brandy Corp and 
ProChile, among others. 
 
John is Contributing Editor for Wine Access Magazine and Editor-in-Chief for the First In Line e-
Report highlighting new wine releases in Ontario. John is also Wine Editor and columnist for 
Toronto’s City Bites Magazine and the national trade publication, Your Foodservice Manager. He 
writes freelance for many other publications. John is committed to sharing his knowledge through 
teaching for organizations such as the Court of Master Sommeliers, the Canadian Association of 
Professional Sommeliers, The Wine Council of Ontario, George Brown School of Hospitality and 
Niagara College. He is the Vice President of the Wine Writers’ Circle of Canada. John has judged at 
dozens of wine competitions both nationally and internationally. To round out his experience and 
get closer to the land, he also owns a small vineyard in Eger, Hungary. www.thecva.ca   or 
www.johnszabo.com 
 
 
 
 
 


